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Introduction : The Advocate General office of Chhattisgarh came into existence on
November 2000 upon the formation of the State of Chhattisgarh. as per the State Re-
Organisation Act 2000 when the High Court of Chhattisgarh was established. On the
formation of the new State of C.G., Shri Hon’ble Ravindra Shrivastava became the first
Advocate General for the State of Chhattisgarh.

The AG's Office presents all the cases in which the Govt.of Chhattisgarh is one of the
parties, in the High Court of C.G. Hon'ble Shri Devraj Singh Surana is the Advocate
General at present. His companion Law officers are as under :-

Shri Jugal Kishor Gilda

Addl. Advocate General

Shri Ashuthosh Singh Gaharwar

Addl. Advocate General

Shri Kishore Bhaduri

Addl. Advocate General

Shri V.V.S. Murty

Dy. Advocate General



Shri Vinay Harit

Dy. Advocate General

Shri Yashwant Singh Thakur
Dy. Advocate General

Shri Ashutosh Singh Kachwaha,
Dy. Advocate General

The Advocate General of a State is a Constitutional post and authority duly appointed as per
Art. 165 of the constitution of India. The authority and function of the Advocate General is
also specified in the Constitution of India under Article 165 & 177.

Article 165 : -

The OIC attending the A.G. office must first contact the Addl. Advocate
General/Administrative Officer and thereafter the concerned Section Incharge, depending
upon the nature of the case and the purpose of his attending the office. On obtaining the file
from the relevant Section the OIC is thereafter required to appear before the concerned Law
Officer for preparation of return. After the return has been prepared and is duly complete
with all legible documents and authorisation the same should be submitted by the OIC to the
Section Incharge for the purposes of filing alongwith the file of the case before leaving the
A.G. Office.

Every Minister and the Advocate-General for a State shall have the right to speak in, and
otherwise take part in the proceedings of, the Legislative Assembly of the State, or , in the
case of a State having a Legislative Council, Both Houses, and to speak in, and otherwise to
take part in the proceedings of, any committee of the Legislature of which he may be named
a member but shall not , by virtue of this Article, be entitled to vote.

The Hon’ble supreme Court of India taking into account the above mentioned Articles has
held that :-

1. " 12: The Office of and Advocate General is an exalted one. He is the Supreme law
officer of the State"
2. " 18: Under Article 177 he is conferred the right to audience before the Legislature of

a State both in the Assembly and the Council. Infect, he is treated on a per with Minister."
Refer:- (1994) | Supreme Court Cases 184 Joginder Singh Wasu V/s State of Punjab.

The Advocate General and his Law officers are basically engaged to deal with the court
cases in the High Court by the State Government and the relationship between the
Government and Law Officers is that of a client and counsel.

Refer:-(1994) 11 SCC 204



State of U.P. & others v/s U.P. State Law Officers Associations & others. The Advocate
General and his office defends and protects the interest of the State Government and gives
invaluable legal guidance to the State Government in formulation of its policy and execution
of its decisions. There are mainly 4 sections in the Advocate General office for the purpose
of managing and handling the huge number of cases in the Office:-

1. Constitutional Section

2. Criminal Section

3. Civil Section

Information for OICs

The OIC attending the A.G. office must first contact the Addl. Advocate
General/Admi- nistrative Officer and thereafter the concerned Section Incharge depending
upon the nature of the case and the purpose of his attending the Office. On obtaining the file
from the relevant Section, the OIC is thereafter required to appear before the concerned Law
Officer for preparation of return. After the return has been prepared and is duly completed
with all legible documents and authorisation, the same should be submitted by the OIC to the
Section Incharge for the purposes of filing alongwith the file of the case before leaving the
A.G. Office.

The system as prevalent in the C.G. High Court as on date is that in all cases filed in the
High Court of C.G. in which the State Government is a party, an advance copy of the petition
is served on the Advocate General of High Court. The Law Officers attend the cases on the
basis of the advance copy. In cases where vital interest of the State Government is involved
and specific information in this respect is made available to the Advocate General Office
before the case comes up for hearing, appropriate steps in accordance with the information
received from the State Government are taken by the concerned Law Officers before the
Courts.

The orders if any of interim nature passed in any of the petitions are communicated by the
A.G. office to the concerned Department and Officers. The State Government on receiving
information appoints officer Incharge of the cases who after collecting all relevant records
and information attends the Advocate General office for the purposes of preparing returns or
counters as the case may be.
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